Are 13 (or more) CoB Faculty MIA?

In his “Message from the Dean” on the USM website (see below), the CoB’s
Interim Dean Alvin J. Williams claims that USM’s College of Business has “. . .
more than 80 faculty members.” That number seemed to be on the high side to
reporters at USMNEWS.NET, so an investigation was launched to determine the
actual number.

'_-) Southern Miss College of Business - Mozilla Firefox

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help
<‘: - - @ ﬁ ) http:/fwww.usm.edu/business/deansmessage, himl v | '

L] Cellular Cne | | Customize Links |} Dating | | Free Hotmail | | MegaGate |} MP3 and Movies |} Pharmacy | Privacy Software 3

Mozilla Firefox Start Page () Southern Miss College of Business (3 ~
DEYONU. TTE TNEjars e LONneye prepare SIWUaeTils r COrmpeuunve
positions with major local, national, and global organizations. QOur tradition
of excellence continues to reinforce our commitment to the development of
strong communication skills, analytical abilities and a sense of ethical
behavior.

The College of Business is one of five degree-granting colleges at Southern
Miss. More than 80 faculty members across multiple campuses work
tirelessly to educate over 2,400 undergraduate and graduate students in the
various business disciplines. Faculty members represent varied academic
and professional backgrounds that allow them to offer rich learning
opportunities to students.

The College of Business is fully accredited by AACSB International — The
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. This organization
Is the premier accrediting agency for collegiate management education
worldwide. Accreditation in AACSB ensures our commitment to quality and
continuous improvement in programs, people and processes.

We invite you to experience the energy and dynamism of the College of
Business at Southern Miss. All of us welcome an opportunity to show you
our student-centered approach to management education. Come join us!

Alvin J. Williams
Interim Dean

Done

The same source wherein Williams’ claim is found — the USM website — was used
to calculate the number of faculty that USM’s College of Business lists. This
calculation was done on a unit-by-unit basis, and the results were tallied (for
comparison to Williams’ figure). Those results, along with the applicable faculty
departures from spring 2007, are shown in Table 1 below:

Table 1
CoB Faculty Count, by Unit
Unit Faculty Count Spring ‘07 Losses
ACC 12
B-Law 1
ECO 11 Sawyer
FM 1

FIN 6 Haggard



IB 1

MGT 16 Gregory, Haggard
MIS 6 Lewis
MKT 10 BabinB, BabinL, Lopez
™ 4 Hallab

68

As shown above in Table 1, USM’s website lists only 68 faculty for the College of
Business (the 68 includes the departing faculty listed in Table 1 above).
Assuming that Williams’ statement, that there are “more than 80 faculty
members,” means 81, then Williams” number exceeds the actual number by 19.1
percent. Table 1 also indicates that nine (9) of these 68 faculty will be leaving the
CoB before the beginning of the 2007-08 academic year. Assuming that only one-
half of them will be replaced, the CoB will enter the 2007-08 with only 64 faculty.
(Of course, this also assumes that none of the 59 faculty who remain from the
2006-07 academic year also choose to leave by then.) Thus, if the USM website
continues to claim “more than 80 [CoB] faculty members” into Sept-07, the claim
will overstate the actual number by 26.6 percent. If that situation occurs, one
could begin to speculate on how far the actual number has to fall before the
website claim is adjusted.



